
 
 
 

NATURALISATION and INTEGRATION 

Improving stateless people’s access to naturalisation and integration  

What’s the issue? 

What can I do as a frontline practitioner? 

What needs to change at the policy level? 

More background information on the issue and additional resources 

What’s the issue? 
The only solution to statelessness is the acquisition of a nationality. Barriers to naturalisation can 

leave stateless people unable to exercise their rights and societally disadvantaged. 

▪ Stateless people’s rights are limited in some contexts – such as in relation to education, 

healthcare, welfare benefits, and employment – contributing to prolonged poverty and other 

harm. 

▪ Stateless people usually do not have the right to vote, hold political office, or participate fully in 

democratic processes. 

▪ Children of stateless people may be born be stateless if laws do not contain full safeguards to 

prevent childhood statelessness, violating children’s right to a nationality.  

▪ People who remain stateless for long periods may feel isolated and unwelcome, causing mental 

health problems and inhibiting their potential to contribute to society.  

What can I do as a frontline practitioner?   
The 4 Rs: Recognise, Record, Refer, and Read up!  
   
1. Recognise statelessness and its impact   

Do not assume either that everyone has a nationality, that everyone who is stateless knows they 
are stateless, or that statelessness will have been identified in the refugee screening or status 
determination process. Consider whether stateless people face heightened barriers to 
naturalisation, and if needed, explore further.  
▪ Do stateless people face barriers to naturalise, for example if they lack certain documents, 

such as birth certificates and passports? 

▪ Are stateless people unable to afford the cost of naturalisation, and is this linked to past 
restrictions on their rights and opportunities?  

▪ Can any requirements be relaxed / waived?  
 

2. Record lack of proof of nationality and indications of statelessness  
If you identify that a person may be stateless, record this important information on any paperwork 
relating to this person. If a form does not have fields allowing you to accurately record this 
information, make a note somewhere on the form about it, so that there is a record, and inform 
the person of this and that it may be important in future. Also keep copies of any relevant 
documents in your file so that they can be accessed later if needed.   
Most European countries have international obligations that require them to facilitate the 
naturalisation of stateless people, although in practice stateless people often face significant 
barriers in acquiring a nationality. 

https://statelessjourneys.org/the-issues/childrens-rights-to-a-nationality/
https://statelessjourneys.org/the-issues/asylum-registration-and-screening/
https://statelessjourneys.org/the-issues/refugee-reception-and-status-determination/
https://statelessjourneys.org/the-issues/refugee-reception-and-status-determination/


 
 
 
 

3. Refer to expert advice, support, and information  
If you identify possible statelessness of a person who wants to naturalise, refer the person to 
organisations that specialise in statelessness and nationality in your country of work to see if they 
can help. Some of our members may be able to assist. Download and use our guide/poster for 
refugee response actors and our short guide for refugees and asylum seekers.  
 

4. Read up about statelessness, naturalisation and integration. There’s some more information 
below, and more on our websites (links below).   

 

• Facilitated Naturalisation of Stateless Persons 

• Voting Rights of Refugees  

• Access to citizenship and its impact on immigrant integration 

• Many studies indicate that naturalization has positive links to integration and socio-
economic and other outcomes; for example here and here. 

 

What needs to change at the policy level?  
• States should comply with the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and 

provide for facilitated naturalisation in law and policy. 

• States should facilitate stateless people’s access to naturalisation in practice, including by 

ensuring accurate recording and determination of statelessness and exempting stateless persons 

from documentation requirements, fees, and language/testing requirements if needed. 

• States should provide citizenship officials with training about the circumstances of stateless 

people and barriers they may face in relation to requirements for naturalisation. 

• States and other agencies should tailor access to integration services for stateless people to 

ensure equitable access to rights and opportunities. 

More background information on the issue and additional resources   
International law recognises that the main solution to statelessness is access to a nationality, but 

stateless people face many barriers to naturalisation. The 1954 Convention relating to the Status of 

Stateless Persons requires states to facilitate naturalisation and integration of stateless people. But 

very few countries adhere to this obligation; even where legal provisions exist, often they are not 

implemented fully. 

Many stateless people have been systematically excluded from formal education or employment in 

their countries of origin. This can mean that language classes and vocational training in Europe are the 

first time a stateless person has ever accessed formal education. Further, stateless people may not 

have documents usually required to prove eligibility for many educational or employment 

opportunities – for example, birth certificates, certificates of previous educational attainment, 

evidence of formal work experience, or letters of recommendation.  

In many contexts, significant hurdles remain for stateless people to naturalise or integrate. For 

example, in some countries a birth certificate is required to apply for naturalisation. In other countries, 

a passport or proof of renunciation of a former nationality is required. In some countries naturalisation 

procedures are very expensive, and fees are not waived for stateless applicants (for example, in the 

UK). There may also be a citizenship test, language or minimum income requirements. All of these can 

pose barriers for stateless people seeking to naturalise.  

https://www.statelessness.eu/about/members
https://statelessjourneys.org/wp-content/uploads/StatelessJourneys-leaflet-actors.pdf
https://statelessjourneys.org/wp-content/uploads/StatelessJourneys-poster.pdf
https://statelessjourneys.org/wp-content/uploads/StatelessJourneys-leaflet-English.pdf
https://tilburglawreview.com/articles/10.1163/22112596-01902020/galley/69/download/
https://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/law/human-rights/voting-rights-refugees?format=HB&isbn=9781107159310
https://www.migpolgroup.com/_old/diversity-integration/access-to-citizenship-and-its-impact-on-immigrant-integration/
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/zfsoz-2015-1006/html?lang=en
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/naturalisation-a-passport-for-the-better-integration-of-immigrants_9789264099104-en#page5
https://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/1954-Convention-relating-to-the-Status-of-Stateless-Persons_ENG.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/1954-Convention-relating-to-the-Status-of-Stateless-Persons_ENG.pdf
https://index.statelessness.eu/
https://index.statelessness.eu/
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/blog/citizenship-sale-cost-stateless-people-can-ill-afford
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/blog/citizenship-sale-cost-stateless-people-can-ill-afford
https://caselaw.statelessness.eu/caselaw/germany-federal-administrative-court-judgment-1-c-2314


 
 
 

Get more information  
European Network on Statelessness  
Stateless Journeys  
Statelessness Index   
UNHCR’s Ending Statelessness site   
UNHCR’s Self-Study Module on Statelessness 
Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion  
Statefree  
Attend a course at the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion or the University of Melbourne.    
Organisations in Europe can contact ENS about training opportunities. You can also sign up to our 
mailing list/newsletter, follow us on social media (Twitter: @ENStateless) and support the 
Stateless Journeys campaign. 

  

‘We will always be Palestinian and must never give up on the Palestinian struggle for our right to 
return to our ancient homeland. However, becoming a Dutch citizen has better enabled me to fulfil 
my potential….’ 

~ (Formerly stateless) Palestinian woman, naturalised as Dutch citizen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

London, United Kingdom 
Media: +44 7522 525673 
info@statelessness.eu 
www.statelessness.eu 

  

The European Network on Statelessness is a registered Charitable Incorporated Organisation in England. Charity Number 
1158414. 

 

https://www.statelessness.eu/
https://statelessjourneys.org/
https://index.statelessness.eu/
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/ending-statelessness.html
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/50b899602.pdf
https://www.institutesi.org/
https://statefree.world/
https://www.institutesi.org/courses
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/centres/statelessness/engage/statelessness-intensive-course
mailto:info@statelessness.eu
https://www.statelessness.eu/get-involved/subscribe-to-updates
https://www.statelessness.eu/get-involved/subscribe-to-updates
http://www.statelessjourneys.org/
https://statelessjourneys.org/wp-content/uploads/ENS-ISI-From_Syria_to_Europe_Jan-2019.pdf

